
STAR, Inc. is a charitable 501(c)(3) non-profit education organization serving kids, families, schools and communities

Selected as a “Model Program” by the US Department of Education

Session 3: January 29 - March 23 

Register Online: January 22, 2018 at 4:00pm

310-339-2848 • gardner@starinc.org

Selected Best Program 5 Years in a Row!

- LA Parent Magazine

STAR Education is the Largest Provider of Gifted & Talented Instruction in the State!

Bringing innovative and expanded education to schools and communities since 1986!

First Lego League STAR student prepares to compete Nationally at LEGO Land California for the Spring Showdown!



STAR Eco Station Celebrates 20 years of Exotic Rescue!

STAR Education 

20th Anniversary of 

preservation through education!

The STAR Eco Station has grown
tremendously since it began in
1997! As an environmental science
museum and exotic-wildlife rescue
center, we have become a haven
for endangered and illegally-traf-
ficked exotic animals confiscated
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice (USFWS). Our founders, Erick,
Jr. and Katiana, along with their
parents Erick, Sr. and Katya Bozzi
developed a partnership with
USFWS, and through them we
have been able to successfully
rescue tens of thousands of ani-
mals! That's a lot of lives saved! In
addition to rescuing so many ani-
mals, we have been able to enrich
the lives of thousands of children. 

Our animals have provided 
educational enrichment for 
hundreds of schools throughout
California. Don't forget the 
hundreds of people that visit the
STAR Eco Station throughout the
year! Each year we never know
what to expect, or what types of

animals we will rescue, but we
couldn’t do it without the support of
our visitors, partner schools and
donors! 

The Eco Station doesn't just focus
on rescuing animals at home, it is
dedicated to saving the environ-
ment worldwide.  We worked with
a grant from Waterkeeper to set up
biological research and education
centers in the Amazonian Rainfor-
est and were given a commenda-
tion for our work there by the
President of Columbia.  Eco Sta-
tion itself also spearheaded a proj-
ect which trained the Wayuú
indigenous people of the Puerto
Iniriba area of Colombia how to
preserve their region for the future
and protect it from corporate inter-
ference. 

Last year was full of achievements
for us and we couldn’t be happier
with our success! In 2017 alone,
STAR Eco Station rescued over 30
hissing cockroaches, 18 lizards, 16

snakes, 1 crocodile, 3 alligators, 5
fish, 8 turtles, and 1 frog. Not only
did we rescue close to 80 animals
last year, but we also built great re-
lationships with other animal res-
cues within and outside of
California! Our newest rescue part-
ners include Colorado Gators Rep-
tile Park in Mosca, CO, and
Forever Wild Exotic Animal Sanc-
tuary in Phelan, CA. Through
these great partnerships, we are
able to continue rescuing more an-
imals that need our help, because
without us they may have nowhere
else to go. 

STAR Eco Station is also proud to
share that we aided in securing
homes for animals seized and res-
cued through U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) “Oper-
ation Jungle Book”! According to
USFWS, Operation Jungle Book is
the biggest animal trafficking
sweep in Los Angeles History, suc-
cessfully catching and arresting 16
people involved in animal smug-

gling cases. Of the animals res-
cued in this operation, STAR Eco
Station provided a home for sev-
eral turtles, fish, coral, and lizards.
Now, that’s something to be proud
of!

Here's to an outstanding 20 years
of animals, education, community,
science and conservation! Thank
you to all of our community part-
ners, visitors, donors, students,
sponsors, and YOU for supporting
us and all of our efforts. Together,
we can continue to make a differ-
ence for wildlife. We look forward
to another successful 20 years
with you! 

Start the New Year off right with a
trip to the STAR Eco Station and
learn how you can take part in an-
other successful year of animal
rescues!

Gifts from Indigenous people of the 

Amazon to the STAR Eco Station!



Gardner STAR Nova 3: 
STAR Nova Dates: Monday 1/29/18 to Friday 3/23/18

Welcome to the STAR NOVA Program! STAR NOVA invites ALL students to enroll in NOVA classes that are taught by
experienced instructors who are specialists in their field. 

HOW TO REGISTER
You can REGISTER ONLINE!
http://gardner.starinc.org
If you are unable to register online, please contact your site director to obtain a registration form. Please note,
NO PHONE CALLS will be made to let you know you are enrolled, unless classes are canceled or full.

NOvA MEETING PLAcE: OuTSIDE SNAck TAbLES

GETTING TO YOuR STAR NOvA cLASS
kindergarten
Students will be picked up from their classroom.
1st - 5th Grade 
Students will meet at the snack tables right after the bell or at the scheduled Nova classroom for classes with later start
times.

AFTER YOuR STAR NOvA cLASS
Students will need to be picked up at the designated Nova classroom or the front benches if the class has already
ended. Please check with the director for schedule. 
k-1st grade students who are not in an after school childcare program MUST be checked out by a parent, legal
guardian, or person authorized by their parent.  If you are late to pick up your child from their NOVA class, you may be
charged a late fee of $1 per minute.  Star allows a five-minute grace period.  After 5 minutes, STAR will charge $6, then
$1 more each additional minute.  Late fees must be paid upon arrival with credit card or check.  No cash accepted.
2nd-5th grade students will be released to the yard. Please be on time to pick up your child because STAR is not re-
sponsible for your child before and after class.

REGISTRATION FEE
A $10 fee is required for each student PER SESSION to cover insurance and registration costs. This fee is non-refund-
able and is not applicable toward the cost of the classes.

Students cuRRENTLY enrolled in the STAR Galaxy Program DO NOT pay the $10 registration fee.

AbSENcES & EARLY RELEASE
Please contact your STAR Director if your child will be absent.
If your child is absent from school, it is school policy that he/she cannot attend STAR NOVA that day. 
If your child must be released early from his/her NOVA class, please contact your STAR Director in advance in writing
and detail which authorized guardian will pick up your child, and the day, date, and time your child must leave.

REFuND POLIcY
1. No refunds of any kind will be given after the first week of attendance.
2. We reserve the right to cancel any class due to insufficient enrollment.  Should such an event occur your money will
be credited.
3. Tuition will not be refunded if your child misses a class, quits, or is asked to leave due to disruptive behavior.

bEHAvIOR POLIcY
STAR NOVA reserves the right to dismiss students whose behavior proves disruptive to other participants. In such cases
a consultation will be held with all relevant parties before any action is taken. No refund will be offered in such cases.

ScHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships are available on a sliding scale basis. Scholarship paperwork MUST be submitted by January 19, 2018.
Please see your STAR NOVA director to inquire for more information.

If you have any questions, or for information about school closures and minimum days contact your STAR
NOvA Director, Ms. Rahkua, at 310-339-2848 and gardner@starinc.org



STAR MONDAYS

ROckSTAR: kINDER kIDS ROck!
RockSTAR Music presents a class tailor made for your pint sized rocker!
Previously offered only to first grade and up, this introductory class will
give your Kinder a true RockSTAR experience, culminating in an end of
session rock out performance at their school for family and friends! In this
music immersive class, Kinders will be guided through the most essential
elements of musicality, including note value, rhythm, group awareness,
original song writing, lyric composition, and basic guitar tablature. With
STAR Education, no one is too young to rock, so sign up your junior virtu-
oso today! NOTE: Limited to 7 students maximum. Kinder students will
not perform at the Spring Showcase.
Day: Monday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( Tk, k )
Fee: $140
Date: 1/29/2018 - 3/19/2018
No class: 2/19/18

ROckSTAR: I WANNA ROck!
Grab your drumsticks, tune your guitars, and join the most popular after
school Rock 'n' Roll education program in Los Angeles! Students in this
course will learn the basics of chord structure, note value, rhythm, song-
writing, and reading guitar tablature music from the best teachers in the
biz! They’ll reap the well-documented cognitive, social and creative bene-
fits of music education while professional rock musicians teach them to
play guitar, bass, drums, and keyboards. With celebrity support from rock
icons like Slash, Santana, Rod Stewart, BB King, and Gene Simmons,
this is a guitar-wailing, bass-thumping, drum-crashing experience stu-
dents won’t want to miss! And at the end of the course, our budding musi-
cians will perform LIVE on the big stage at the Annual Spring Showcase!
All instruments are provided and NO previous experience is required. 
NOTE: Limited to 7 students maximum. This class is a two-session com-
mitment. All students are committed for this amount of time to allow for
the HIGHEST quality performance possible!
Day: Monday
Time: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-3 )  5:00 PM - 6:00 PM ( 3-5 ) 
Fee: $290 ( 2 session fee )
Date: 1/29/2018 - 5/21/2018
No class: 2/19/18 3/26/18 4/2/18  

GYMNASTIcS FuNDAMENTALS
Wanna flip? Join us and combine strength and grace in the fun and chal-
lenging world of gymnastics. Students will learn basic moves such as
rolls, cartwheels, and somersaults, while getting a great workout. Each
session starts with safe warm-up exercises to improve breathing, stretch-
ing, and physical conditioning, and then the real fun begins. Tumblers will
have a blast while practicing and mastering basic gymnastics techniques
and moves. Family and friends will be amazed when students show off
their gymnastic skills at the end of the session demonstration which may
be a preview for the Olympic Games! 
NOTE: Limited to 12 students per class.
Day: Monday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( Tk,k-1 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $135
Date: 1/29/2018 - 3/19/2018
No class: 2/19/18    

STAR TuESDAY

cuLINARY ARTS: WINTER cOMFORT FOOD
Is there anything cozier than fresh baked banana bread on a winter morn-
ing? Students in this course will learn all about using seasonal winter
fruits and vegetables like bananas, pomegranates, butternut squash, and
carrots, to make delicious recipes like veggie and lentil soup, carrot
muffins, or vegetable red curry. By learning to combine fresh produce with
delicious spices and skillful cooking techniques, students will concoct the
perfect winter meals. Do your taste buds a favor and sign up today!
Day: Tuesday
Time: 2:05 PM - 3:05 PM ( Tk-5 )  3:05 PM - 4:05 PM ( k-5 )
Fee: $175
Date: 1/30/2018 - 3/20/2018

SPANISH 101 
Learning Spanish is easy as uno, dos, tLimited to 6 students
maximum.res. Learn Spanish while experiencing the culture through a va-
riety of hands-on activities that make learning come alive! Activities may
include cooking quesadillas, celebrating Día de los Muertos, and playing
lotería! Students will be taught basic Spanish as they listen to Spanish
music, and participate in traditional dance, games and much more. Begin-
ning Spanish language learners will enjoy this exciting and engaging class
that brings language to life! Olé!
NOTE: To foster better language retention is a two session class.
Day: Tuesday
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( Tk-1 ) 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $304 ( 2 session fee )
Date: 1/30/2018 - 5/22/2018
No class: 3/27/18   

STAR WEDNESDAYS

MAGIc: PRESTO cHANGO
A true magician will never reveal their secrets… unless you sign up for
Presto Chango! STAR Magic teaches students how to transform an ordi-
nary trick into a theatrical event! In this spellbinding class, STAR magi-
cians learn how to float objects and fool others with optical illusions as
they refine presentation, develop strong public speaking skills, and wow
audiences with sophisticated sleight-of-hand. Uncover the secrets behind
floating objects, optical illusions, and card tricks. And don’t forget, the last
class will include a magic performance that will showcase students’ magi-
cal talents for family and friends! Sign up for this class today or it just
might disappear before your very eyes! 
NOTE: Class includes a magic kit and end of session performance.
Day: Wednesday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( k-5 )
Fee: $155
Date: 1/31/2018 - 3/21/2018

MEDIA ARTS: STAR kINDER ANIMATORS
No one’s imagination is quite like your Kinder’s! In STAR Kinder Anima-
tors, students practice the basics of 2D and stop-motion animation while
learning the principles of visual storytelling. Join us as we explore con-
cepts like hand drawn animation and in-camera special effects, using the
best animation applications available to young creators. At the end of the
session, family and friends are invited to a screening where students will
exhibit their best work. When you’re an animator, if you can dream it, you
can make it!
NOTE:  Limited to 10 students maximum.
Day: Wednesday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( Tk,k )
Fee: $165
Date: 1/31/2018 - 3/21/2018



MEDIA ARTS: ANIMATION - cHARAcTER cREATOR
Bring your imaginative character ideas to life! With a brand new and challeng-
ing curriculum inspired by concepts taught to college-level animators, stu-
dents will learn the basics of character animation, then put those skills to work
creating their very own illustrated characters. They’ll make their characters
walk and talk while learning how to replicate movement in a 2D-illustrated
space like animators on their favorite shows. Students will also have the op-
portunity to collaborate with peers and experience how a team of creators can
produce amazing visuals that entertain and inspire others. Family and friends
are invited to a memorable screening of the projects at the end of the session,
where the next Mickey Mouse or SpongeBob might be waiting to be discov-
ered!  NOTE: Limited to 12 students maximum.
Day: Wednesday
Time: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-5 )
Fee: $168
Date: 1/31/2018 - 3/21/2018

RObOTIcS: DASH-ING TO SuccESS!
Ready, set, DASH! Help Dash, the lovable blue robot, solve new goal oriented
challenges every week. Dash-ing to Success brings the energy and ingenuity
of competitive robotics to the classroom. Students will hone their program-
ming skills while using teamwork and critical thinking to guide Dash through
tasks ranging from simple navigation to building amazing attachments for
Space Island. So don’t walk, dash, to sign up today!  NOTE: Limited to 12
students per class.
Day: Wednesday
Time: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-5 )
Fee: $170
Date: 1/31/2018 - 3/21/2018

TEcHNOLOGY: cODING WITH MIcRO:bIT
A computer that fits in your hand (and isn’t your phone)? That’s a microcon-
troller! Meet micro:bit, a microcontroller kit that anyone can assemble and pro-
gram. Students will build a strong coding foundation by exploring languages
like JavaScript and Python, while learning all about micro:bit’s hardware com-
ponents and how computers communicate. They’ll even use those skills to
make cool animations, create an N-sided die, and build their own Rock-Paper-
Scissors machine! Great things really do come in small packages.
Day: Wednesday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( k-5 )
Fee: $165
Date: 1/31/2018 - 3/21/2018

STAR THuRSDAYS

IDEA LAb: bRIck LAb - HOP ON THE MAGIc STAR buS!
LE(t’s) GO on an incredible journey with Brick Lab! Build with LEGO bricks
and be transported to the depths of the oceans, the heights of the Rockies,
and even inside a volcano. Each week students will explore earth sciences
through unique brick challenges designed to investigate natural phenomena
such as volcanic eruptions, cave formations, and earthquakes. Join us for fun
and exciting projects that encourage problem-solving, critical thinking, visual-
spatial reasoning, creativity, and teamwork. Challenge your mind, expand
your horizons, and most of all have fun!
NOTE: Limited to 12 students per class.
Day: Thursday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( k-5 )
Fee: $160
Date: 2/1/2018 - 3/22/2018  

LITERAcY: cREATIvE WRITING - DuNGEONS AND DRAGONS  GAME
OF TONES
Calling all courageous explorers! In this exciting Dungeons and Dragons
class, Game of Tones requires students to use their imaginations, pen and
notebook to work together as dynamic heroes to help save the five enchanted
musical instruments!  Their magical quest requires bravery, cunning, and
strength to conquer a mighty sorcerer!  Each student will enter this majestic
and imaginary world as our instructors guide and assist them in playing
through and writing an exciting, creative, and collaborative tale as their char-
acters explore, hunt for treasure, solve puzzles, and fend off enemies. An in-
credible adventure awaits you!
Day: Thursday
Time: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-5 )
Fee: $150
Date: 2/1/2018 - 3/22/2018

STAR FRIDAYS

ENGINEERING: LIFE HAckS
If your hacking is lacking, this class is the cure! Students will learn to
use common household items in ways they never imagined, crafting
homemade video projectors, super amplifying speakers, and even top
secret spy gear! Students will learn the value of ingenuity and outside-
the-box thinking as they discover how to turn anything in the home into
an engineering marvel.  Aspiring engineers will enjoy learning some
cool life hacks so sign up today!
Day: Friday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( Tk-5 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( k-5 )
Fee: $160
Date: 2/2/2018 - 3/23/2018

ROckSTAR: kINDER kIDS ROck!
RockSTAR Music presents a class tailor made for your pint sized
rocker! Previously offered only to first grade and up, this introductory
class will give your Kinder a true RockSTAR experience, culminating in
an end of session rock out performance at their school for family and
friends! In this music immersive class, Kinders will be guided through
the most essential elements of musicality, including note value, rhythm,
group awareness, original song writing, lyric composition, and basic
guitar tablature. With STAR Education, no one is too young to rock, so
sign up your junior virtuoso today!
NOTE: Limited to 7 students maximum. Kinder students will not per-
form at the Spring Showcase.
Day: Friday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( Tk,k )
Fee: $157
Date: 2/2/2018 - 3/23/2018

ROckSTAR: I WANNA ROck!
Grab your drumsticks, tune your guitars, and join the most popular after
school Rock 'n' Roll education program in Los Angeles! Students in this
course will learn the basics of chord structure, note value, rhythm,
songwriting, and reading guitar tablature music from the best teachers
in the biz! They’ll reap the well-documented cognitive, social and cre-
ative benefits of music education while professional rock musicians
teach them to play guitar, bass, drums, and keyboards. With celebrity
support from rock icons like Slash, Santana, Rod Stewart, BB King,
and Gene Simmons, this is a guitar-wailing, bass-thumping, drum-
crashing experience students won’t want to miss! And at the end of the
course, our budding musicians will perform LIVE on the big stage at the
Annual Spring Showcase! All instruments are provided and NO previ-
ous experience is required. 
NOTE: Limited to 7 students maximum. This class is a two-session
commitment. All students are committed for this amount of time to allow
for the HIGHEST quality performance possible!
Day: Friday
Time: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-3 ) 5:00 PM - 6:00 PM ( 3-5 )
Fee: $335 ( 2 session fee )
Date: 2/2/2018 - 5/25/2018
No class: 3/30/18 
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STAR Eco Station 
Earlier this year, STAR Eco Sta-
tion was able to connect with
another animal rescue in Cali-
fornia and re-home our two
larger alligators many of you
knew as, “Rex” and “Rudy”.
We’ve done it again! We re-
cently re-homed 3 more young
alligators, 2 snapping turtles, 2
iguanas, and 2 boa constrictors
with Colorado Gators Reptile
Park in Mosca, CO. This rescue
has created an educational pro-
gram to teach people about the
biology, behavior and ecological
role of reptiles. They also ex-
plain which reptiles make good
pets and which will eventually
become too big and impossible
to handle. In the colder months,
while most of the state is cov-
ered in snow, the alligators and
other rescue animals stay

toasty with warm geothermal
water that is pumped in from a
natural well. We were lucky
enough to place these animals
in a much larger facility that had
the space and resources capa-
ble of caring for them for the
rest of their lives. It is through
partnerships and friendships
like this that we are able to con-
tinue rescuing more animals
that need our help.

ADOPT bEFORE YOu SHOP!
And always do your research
before considering a new pet.
Many of our residents at STAR
Eco Station are up for adoption
to worthy forever homes! You
can find all of our adoptable 
animals at Petfinder.com and
search “STAR Eco Station”

Speaking of Alligators

See you now alligator!

Yes! California may be warm
and sunny most of the year, but
that’s not always a good thing!
Believe it or not, the planet is
warming up fast—faster than it
ever has before. The earth is
getting warmer because people
are adding greenhouse gasses
that heat up the atmosphere.
Most of these gasses come
from burning fossil fuels. The
warm temperatures are causing
a lot of changes around the
world, such as melting ice and
more powerful storms. Even a
2°-4° change can have a 
dramatic effect on the earth’s
climate. Weather is driven by
heat, and when temperatures
shift, patterns in air and water
currents become confused.
When this happens, energy
builds up and has to be re-
leased elsewhere, generally in

the form of hurricanes. Unfortu-
nately, many animals are heav-
ily affected due to people’s
actions. Hurricane Irma in
Florida recently destroyed a
large portion of the coral reef,
and the rising temperature is
making it harder for the coral to
heal. If coral reefs disappear,
marine biodiversity drops, re-
sulting in less fish, and this can
severely affect communities that
rely on fishing. Climate change
has so many negative effects on
the planet and individual com-
munities as well. Recently, alli-
gators in Texas were displaced
when Hurricane Harvey caused
rising waters, forcing them to
higher ground closer to people.
When animals are displaced, it
is up to rescues like STAR Eco
Station to step in and help. 

Is Climate Change Still Happening?

Hurricane Harvey in Texas



Nova Session 3: January 29 -March 23, 2018
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

ROckSTAR: kINDER kIDS
ROck!

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( Tk, k )

ROckSTAR: I WANNA
ROck!

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-3 )  
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM ( 3-5 ) 

GYMNASTIcS FuNDAMEN-
TALS

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( Tk,k-1 )
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )

cuLINARY ARTS: WINTER
cOMFORT FOOD

3:05 PM - 4:05 PM ( k-5 )

SPANISH 101 
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( Tk-1 )
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2-5 )

MAGIc: PRESTO cHANGO
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( k-5 )

MEDIA ARTS: STAR kINDER
ANIMATORS

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( Tk,k )

MEDIA ARTS: ANIMATION -
cHARAcTER cREATOR
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-5 )

RObOTIcS: DASH-ING TO
SuccESS!

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-5 )

TEcHNOLOGY: cODING
WITH MIcRO:bIT

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( k-5 )

IDEA LAb: bRIck 
LAb - HOP ON THE MAGIc 

STAR buS!
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( k-5 )

LITERAcY: 
cREATIvE WRITING -

DuNGEONS AND 
DRAGONS  GAME 

OF TONES
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-5 )

ENGINEERING: LIFE HAckS
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( Tk-5 )
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( k-5 )

ROckSTAR: 
kINDER kIDS ROck!

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( Tk,k )

ROckSTAR: 
I WANNA ROck!

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 1-3 ) 
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM ( 3-5 )

310-339-2848 • gardner@starinc.org

Register Online: 
January 22, 2018 at 4:00pm

http://gardner.starinc.org 


