
Selected as a “Model Program” by the White House and the US Department of Education

Selected Best Program 5 Years in a Row!- LA Parent Magazine

STAR Education is the Largest Provider of Gifted & Talented Instruction in the State!

Benjamin Franklin Nova 1: September 11  - November 3, 2017 

Bringing innovative and expanded education to schools and communities since 1986!

STAR, Inc. is a charitable 501(c)(3) non-profit education 
organization serving kids, families, schools and communities

Register Online: August 30, 2017
at 9:00am

http://benjaminfranklin.starinc.org 

310.912.4251 • benjaminfranklin@starinc.org

Sign up 

for classes

online!



BeNjAMIN FRANKlIN STAR NovA 1

STAR NovA dATeS: SePTeMBeR 11 - NoveMBeR 3, 2017

Welcome to the STAR NOVA Program! STAR NOVA invites ALL stu-

dents to enroll in NOVA classes that are taught by experienced instruc-

tors who are specialists in their field. 

hoW To ReGISTeR

you can ReGISTeR oNlINe! 

http://benjaminfranklin.starinc.org

If you are unable to register online, please contact your site director to

obtain a registration form. Please note, NO PHONE CALLS will be

made to let you know you are enrolled, unless classes are canceled or

full.

NovA MeeTING PlACe: MAIN PlAyGRouNd By STAR BANNeR

GeTTING To youR STAR NovA ClASS

Kindergarten 

Students will be picked up from their classrooms.

1st - 5th Grade 

Students will meet by the Star Banner.

AFTeR youR STAR NovA ClASS

STudeNTS WIll Need To Be PICKed uP AT The GARdeN GATe

oN The CoRNeR oF lAKe ANd juSTIN.

Kinder students who are not in an after school childcare program

MUST be checked out by a parent, legal guardian, or person authorized

by their parent.  

1st-6th grade students will be released to the yard. Please be on time

to pick up your child because STAR is not responsible for your child be-

fore and after class.

ReGISTRATIoN Fee

A $10 fee is required for each student PER SESSION to cover insur-

ance and registration costs. This fee is non-refundable and is not appli-

cable toward the cost of the classes.

ABSeNCeS

Please contact your STAR NOVA Director if your child will be absent. 

If your child is absent from school, it is school policy that he/she cannot

attend STAR NOVA that day.

ReFuNd PolICy

1. No refunds of any kind will be given after the first week of attendance.

2. We reserve the right to cancel any class due to insufficient enroll-

ment.  Should such an event occur your money will be credited.

3. Tuition will not be refunded if your child misses a class, quits, or is

asked to leave due to disruptive behavior.

BehAvIoR PolICy

STAR NOVA reserves the right to dismiss students whose behavior

proves disruptive to other participants. In such cases a consultation will

be held with all relevant parties before any action is taken. No refund

will be offered in such cases.

SCholARShIPS

Scholarships are available on a sliding scale basis. Scholarship paper-

work MUST be submitted by September 18, 2017 along with a check for

50% of the total fee INCLUDING REGISTRATION FEE. Please see

your STAR NOVA director to inquire for more information.

If you have any questions, or for information about school 

closures and minimum days contact your STAR NovA director, 

janneth Maragakis, at (310) 912-4251 or 

benjaminfranklin@starinc.org

STAR MoNdAyS

ClASSICAl CheSS
Chess is the easiest international language to learn and classical chess is the oldest way
to play the royal game. Open to all ages and abilities, this class will focus on the funda-
mentals of piece movement and strategy. Using games from classical geniuses such as
Paul Morphy, Roy Lopez, and Capablanca, students will learn the balance between a
strong defense and a well-timed offense. Studying chess puzzles will improve tactics,
pattern recognition, and spatial memory. Game play builds critical thinking skills while
lengthening attention span. Give your child a head start in learning one of the world’s
most beloved games.
NoTe: open to all levels
day: Monday
Time: 1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K ) 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3 )  3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $136
date: 9/11/2017 - 10/30/2017  

CulINARy ARTS: INTeRNATIoNAl CuISINe
What’s cooking? Not just in your kitchen at home, but around the world? The wonderful
world of cooking awaits adventurous students ready to dazzle their taste buds with a fes-
tival of foods from different countries. No food will be too exotic as we learn different in-
ternational customs and prepare traditional meals from around the world to provide
students a cultural and educational experience they will never forget. Recipes for dishes
like Chinese Chow Mein Noodles, French Chocolate Mousse, or a delicious gourmet
Oaxacan Quesadilla will be provided so that our soon-to-be international chefs can cook
amazing meals at home. Bon appétit!
day: Monday
Time: 1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K ) 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3 ) 3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $168
date: 9/11/2017 - 10/30/2017

GAMeSChool: INTRo To MINeCRAFT
Why is Minecraft so MIND-BLOWING? Because players get to build and create a world
limited only by imagination! Minecraft is one of the most popular video games ever, and
everyone loves the challenges, endless possibilities, and surprises around every corner.
Praised by gamers, educators, and children alike, our gamers discover how Minecraft is
a gateway to team-building, problem solving, and resource management. Players will
travel, build, and explore various maps with a new adventure every class. GAME ON!
NoTe: limited to 12 students per class.
day: Monday
Time: 1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K )
Fee: $152
date: 9/11/2017 - 10/30/2017

GAMeSChool: ulTIMATe MINeCRAFTeR (AdvANCed)
Who’s READY for the next level of Minecraft? The virtual world of Minecraft is literally
endless, and that means endless fun and adventure is a mouse click away. Gamers will
be thrilled to explore the surprises our ingenious instructors have created in Minecraft
games designed specifically for each class. But Minecrafters will be working against the
clock to solve the problems in teams or on their own. So think fast! 
NoTe: limited to 12 students per class.
day: Monday
Time: 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3 )
Fee: $152
date: 9/11/2017 - 10/30/2017

GAMeSChool: MINeCRAFT SAGA: SeTTleRS oF The deSeRT SANdS
Enter the Deserts of Eremos –if you dare.  What will gamers do when they find them-
selves surrounded completely by sand! This adventure is only for a limited team of
Minecrafters that are willing to battle the harsh elements and create a new society. How
will the team survive with limited resources and unlimited challenges? What will they
come up with to solve each problem? Teamwork is key as the gamers must decide what
to build and how to do it. Anything and everything is possible in the exciting (and some-
times playfully dangerous) world of Minecraft.
NoTe: limited to 12 students per class.
NoTe: As this is an advanced Minecraft adventure, students should have experi-
ence with Minecraft before joining this class.
day: Monday
Time: 3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $152
date: 9/11/2017 - 10/30/2017

Important Note: 3rd- 5th Grade Classes
"All STAR classes incorporate advanced enrichment 

curriculum for 3-5th graders to appropriately challenge and 
creatively stimulate our older STAR students."



KINdeR RoCK lA: NeveR Too youNG To RoCK
RockSTAR Music Education, the program that turns children’s rock 'n' roll
dreams into reality, is proud to offer a Kinder RockSTAR class just for your
pint sized rocker! Previously offered exclusively to 1st grade and up, this in-
troductory class will give your Kinder a true RockSTAR experience that cul-
minates with an end of session rock out performance at their school for
family and friends! In this music immersive class, Kinders will be guided
through the most essential elements of musicality, including, but not limited
to, note value, rhythm, group awareness, original song writing, lyric composi-
tion, and even how to read and write basic guitar tablature. With STAR Edu-
cation, you are never too young to rock, so make sure you get your Kinder
on the fast track to stardom with this spectacular intro to RockSTAR.
NoTe: limited to 7 students maximum. Kinder students will not per-
form at the Winter Rock Fest.
day: Monday
Time: 1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K )
Fee: $152
date: 9/11/2017 - 10/30/2017

RoCKSTAR loS ANGeleS: The BANd IS CAllING
Grab your drumsticks, tune your guitars, and join the band! RockSTAR
Music Education is the most popular after school Rock 'n' Roll education pro-
gram in Los Angeles. Professional rock musicians teach kids how to play the
guitar, bass, drums, keyboards, compose songs, and perform classic Rock
‘n’ Roll hits. Our rockers will learn chord structure, note value, rhythm, lyric
composition, songwriting, and how to read and write guitar TAB music from
the best in the music biz! Participation in this groundbreaking class har-
nesses the cognitive, social and creative benefits of music education in a for-
mat that is perfect for EVERY child. With celebrity support from rock icons
such as Slash, Santana, Rod Stewart, BB King, and Gene Simmons, this is
a guitar-wailing, bass-thumping, drum-crashing experience students won’t
want to miss! As if that wasn’t amazing enough, our budding musicians will
perform LIVE at the 9th Winter Rock Fest in Hollywood! All instruments are
provided and NO previous experience is required to participate.
NOTE: Limited to 7 students maximum. This class is a two-session commit-
ment. All students are committed for this amount of time to allow for the
HIGHEST quality performance possible!
day: Monday
Time: 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3 ) Time: 3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $300 ( 2 session fee )
date: 9/11/2017 - 1/8/2018
No Class: 11/20/2017 12/25/2017 1/1/2018  

STAR TueSdAyS

eNGINeeRING: NeW!! The WoRld oF eleCTRICAl eNGINeeRING
Watts all the commotion about? STAR Engineering! Spark your interest and
join us as we explore the marvels of electricity and the field of Electrical En-
gineering! Look beyond the flip of a switch, and understand how everyday
household appliances work. Use the engineering iterative design process to
make your own telegraph, build a stir rod to mix healthy drinks, and conduct
a working maglev train prototype. Watt are you waiting for? Shock your
friends with your new knowledge in electrical engineering. Get amped, Get
excited, and join Star Engineering this session!
NoTe: limited to 12 students per class.
day: Tuesday
Time: 1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K ) 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3 ) 
3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $144
date: 9/12/2017 - 10/31/2017

lITeRACy: duNGeoNS & dRAGoNS
Dungeons and dragons and wizards, OH MY! The only thing more exciting
than real dungeons and dragons is the wildly popular role-playing game.
Enter the world of Dungeons & Dragons (or D & D) and solve puzzles, hunt
for treasure, and battle goblins as teams of wizards work together to defeat
the dragon and save the villagers. D & D is the ultimate adventure game that
requires students to unleash their imagination to create characters and navi-
gate various imaginary adventures. A simple roll of the dice may decide
whether a battle erupts, or a fire-breathing dragon appears. Explore the belly
of Moody Mountain, and collect gold along the way to uncovering secret
after secret after secret. But beware of the dragon that may be around the
corner. 
day: Tuesday
Time: 1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K )
Fee: $136
date: 9/12/2017 - 10/31/2017

lITeRACy: AdveNTuReS IN TIMe TRAvel
What day is it? Today, yesterday, or tomorrow? A time traveler never really knows!
Who’s willing to travel back in time to save our future? We need students who want
to be heroes in history. In this imaginative class, our time-travelers will create their
own character and bring that character to life as they journey through time to solve
puzzles, battle enemies, and fix the facts! Together, the students will tell the tales of
how their characters made a difference in history. By the end of the session, we will
have a special story that will be bound as a book for time travelers to discover in the
future. Or the past!
day: Tuesday
Time: 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3)  3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $136
date: 9/12/2017 - 10/31/2017

STAR eCo STATIoN:  ANIMAlS ANd TeChNoloGy
Technology is used for many different things all over our planet, including ways to
help protect wildlife!  Each week students will dive into a world of wonder, as they
discover all of the ways humans are using technology to help wildlife, Learn about
instruments used to help track and manage animal populations, bridges built to help
animals cross dangerous roadways and even prosthetic limbs for animals in need!
Students will get the opportunity to have a hands on learning experience with en-
dangered and exotic rescued animals every class!
day: Tuesday
Time: 1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K ) 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3)  

3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $152
date: 9/12/2017 - 10/31/2017

STAR WedNeSdAyS

SPoRTS: SoCCeR FuNdAMeNTAlS
GOOOOOAAAAAALLLLLL!!! Learn proper soccer technique and have a blast in the
world’s most popular sport!  Work on ball handling, conditioning, the rules of the
game, and strategy under the guidance of soccer pros. Drills and scrimmages will
keep these athletes running, and coaches will make sure they are properly hydrated
at all times. Soccer is a fun, fast paced sport that is also a great way to stay fit. At
the end of the second session, players can participate in our friendly Cup of All-
Stars annual soccer tournament. The winning team will get a special trophy for their
school! Come put the FUN in soccer fundamentals.  
NoTe: This is a two-session commitment. Fees include a t-shirt, and a medal.
day: Wednesday
Time: 1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K ) 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3 )

3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 4-6 ) 
Fee: $288 ( 2 session fee )
date: 9/13/2017 - 1/17/2018
No Class: 11/22/2017 12/27/2017 1/3/2018

ART MoveMeNT: NeW!! de STIjl ABSTRACT
A blank canvas is full of possibilities!  Students will be so proud when they create art
inspired by the abstract art style known as De Stijl (“The Style”). Artists will be chal-
lenged by using only black, white, and primary colors, just like the masters, as they
create self-portraits that are sure to be instant masterpieces! Our instructors provide
tips on the fundamental skills of drawing, painting, and sculpting, while showing stu-
dents how different styles of art can bring out creativity and innovation. The results
will be priceless! 
day: Wednesday
Time:  1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K ) 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3 )

3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 4-6 ) 
Fee: $144
date: 9/13/2017 - 11/1/2017

STAR vIolIN eNSeMBle
We won’t string you along! Learning to play the violin is an adventure as we prepare
for the concert performance of a lifetime! Our comprehensive music program
teaches budding musicians how to play violin, read music, and perform as part of an
ensemble. We won’t just work with professional musicians -- we will work together,
learning to sing along with our instruments to create an all-encompassing musical
experience. So grab a violin and get ready to play! NOTE: This class is a two-ses-
sion commitment. NoTe: Students taking this class will need to purchase or rent
their own instrument from a nearby music store such as Sam Ash or Adam’s Music. 
NoTe: limited to 7 students maximum.
NoTe: This is a two-session commitment.
day: Wednesday
Time: 1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K ) 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-4 ) 

3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 5-6 )
Fee: $304
date: 9/13/2017 - 1/17/2018
No Class: 11/22/2017 12/27/2017 1/3/2018 



STAR ThuRSdAyS

dANCe: All ThAT jAzz
Jazz hands! Jazz fun! It’s time to jazz it up! From hot Broadway shows to the latest
music videos, jazz dance has become a staple of musical performances. Known for
being high energy and wildly expressive, jazz dance allows dancers to develop their
own unique flair. Dancers increase flexibility, agility and coordination as they boogie
their way through the basics of jazz dance, all while getting a great workout! Amaz-
ing jazz dance skills will be on display in the final class show for family and friends
to enjoy. It will be a high-kicking performance…and all that jazz. 
NoTe: This class is a two-session commitment.
day: Thursday
Time: 1:15 PM - 2:15 PM ( K-3 ) 2:15 PM - 3:15 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $255 ( 2 session fee )
date: 9/14/2017 - 1/18/2018
No Class: 11/9/2017 11/23/2017 12/28/2017 1/4/2018 

GARdeNING: NeW!! PlANT BIoloGy - The MySTeRIeS oF PlANT lIFe
The world of plants is fascinating and magical! Nature-loving students will be capti-
vated by plant biology, especially the different parts of a plant that we normally eat.
Carrots, potatoes, and ginger may be roots, but they are yummy and healthy too!
Budding botanists will seek answers for the mysteries of plant-life and see how im-
portant plants are to the Earth. They will enjoy edible in-class demonstrations, learn
how to use a fruit to make a new plant, and explore the mystery of photosynthesis.
No green thumbs required.
day: Thursday
Time: 1:15 PM - 2:15 PM ( K-3 ) 2:15 PM - 3:15 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $152
date: 9/14/2017 - 11/2/2017

SCIeNCe: NeW!!! lAST ChANCe To CATCh 'eM All
Go Pokemon Go! This wildly popular game is not only fun, but an excellent way to
learn about SCIENCE! New hand-on activities are waiting for Pokemon Trainers of
all levels in a brand new, exciting class designed to provide students with an amaz-
ing time as well as examining the science behind their favorite Pokemon. By using
real scientific methods, students will conduct field research to discover the ecology
and anatomy of Pokemon. Students will learn why Razz Berries help Pokemon
trainers by comparing the chemistry and nutritional value of Razz Berries and real
fruit. Inquiring minds will also analyze the statistics behind dice rolling and coin flip-
ping, all in the name of Pokemon Science! Beware! Students will become Pokemon
masters after this class!
day: Thursday
Time: 1:15 PM - 2:15 PM ( K-3) 2:15 PM - 3:15 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $152
date: 9/14/2017 - 11/2/2017

STAR FRIdAyS

IdeA lAB:  MASTeRS oF SPINjITzu
Welcome to mystical Ninjago! The Masters of Spinjitzu welcome you to the ancient
home of martial arts. Explore the mysteries of Ninjago with LEGO bricks to navigate
obstacle courses and earn a black belt. The Masters will be testing all ninjas in dif-
ferent challenges that will require creativity, critical thinking, and patience. Do you
have the discipline to successfully build a MechDragon or create a gyroscope?
Enter the ancient magical world of Ninjago and see. 
NoTe: limited to 12 students per class.
day: Friday
Time: 1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K )
Fee: $126
date: 9/15/2017 - 11/3/2017
No Class: 10/27/2017    

IdeA lAB: FIRST leGo leAGue, jR.
Motors + LEGO bricks + critical thinking  = INNOVATION!Future roboticists will
tackle real-world problems in this program designed to inspire curious minds. First
Lego League Jr. is an exciting introductory program that uses LEGO bricks to ex-
plore science, engineering and technology in a super creative, hands-on way. Ex-
pect lots of brainstorming, sharing of ideas, and teamwork! Teams will work together
to research a problem such as “how to recycle electronics” and build a LEGO model
that represents a solution. Each team will participate in a regional exposition to pres-
ent their models, a poster of everything they've learned, and celebrate!  NoTe: This
class is a 2 session commitment designed to teach younger students the col-
laborative design process and introduce them to FIRST leGo league. To fos-
ter better learning, class size is limited to 6 students maximum per class.
day: Friday
Time: 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3) 
Fee: $540 ( 2 session fee )
date: 9/15/2017 - 1/19/2018
No Class: 10/27/2017 11/10/2017 11/17/2017 11/24/2017 12/22/2017 12/29/17 

& 1/5/18

eSCAPe RooM - eNTeR The PuzzleR
Entering is easy, but escaping is not! Once you enter the escape room, you
find a series of puzzles created by a mysterious man called “The Puzzler.”
Solve the puzzles to gain freedom!  In order to escape students will develop
teamwork skills to solve these sinister, mind-bending puzzles. After escap-
ing, these crafty puzzle-solvers will create a puzzle room with their own
unique puzzles for friends and family to solve... if they can.
day: Friday
Time: 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3 ) 3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $126
date: 9/15/2017 - 11/3/2017
No Class: 10/27/2017  

RoCKSTAR loS ANGeleS: The BANd IS CAllING
Grab your drumsticks, tune your guitars, and join the band! RockSTAR Music
Education is the most popular after school Rock 'n' Roll education program
in Los Angeles. Professional rock musicians teach kids how to play the gui-
tar, bass, drums, keyboards, compose songs, and perform classic Rock ‘n’
Roll hits. Our rockers will learn chord structure, note value, rhythm, lyric
composition, songwriting, and how to read and write guitar TAB music from
the best in the music biz! Participation in this groundbreaking class har-
nesses the cognitive, social and creative benefits of music education in a for-
mat that is perfect for EVERY child. With celebrity support from rock icons
such as Slash, Santana, Rod Stewart, BB King, and Gene Simmons, this is
a guitar-wailing, bass-thumping, drum-crashing experience students won’t
want to miss! As if that wasn’t amazing enough, our budding musicians will
perform LIVE at the 9th Winter Rock Fest in Hollywood! All instruments are
provided and NO previous experience is required to participate.
NoTe: limited to 7 students maximum. This class is a two-session
commitment. All students are committed for this amount of time to
allow for the hIGheST quality performance possible!
NoTe: This class is a two-session commitment.
day: Friday
Time: 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3) 3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $240 ( 2 session fee )
date: 9/15/2017 - 1/19/2018
No Class: 10/27/2017 11/10/2017 11/17/2017 11/24/2017 12/22/2017   

12/29/17 & 1/5/18

TheATRe: NeW!! TooThICAl: The MuSICAl!
Loose tooth? AWESOME! We all know what happens when that loose tooth
finally comes out! $$$ Cha-ching, cha-ching. Time for a visit from the tooth
fairy! But what happens to the tooth after it disappears from under the pil-
low? Is there only ONE tooth fairy or a whole network of them servicing dif-
ferent neighborhoods? What will happen when the last baby tooth pops out?
Do kids magically transform into grown-ups?? Answers to these important
questions and more are all in STAR Theatre’s exciting, all-original “Toothical:
The Musical.” Students will get a chance to play their very own roles in a hi-
larious romp through a magical world of tooth fairies and teeth. Sign up your
little star today for a chance to be a part of a wonderfully immersive and con-
fidence-building production complete with costumes, props, microphones,
and special effects lighting that will make everyone smile – with or without
teeth. NoTe: This class is a two-session commitment.
day: Friday
Time: 1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K ) 2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3 ) 
3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 4-6 )
Fee: $228 ( 2 session fee )
date: 9/15/2017 - 1/19/2018
No Class: 10/27/2017 11/10/2017 11/17/2017 11/24/2017 12/22/2017   

12/29/17 & 1/5/18

http://benjaminfranklin.starinc.org

310.912.4251

benjaminfranklin@starinc.org

Sign up 

for classes

online!
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FuNdAMeNTAlS
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de STIjl ABSTRACT
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STAR vIolIN eNSeMBle
1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K ) 

2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-4 ) 
3:20 PM - 4:20 PM ( 5-6 )

dANCe: All ThAT jAzz
1:15 PM - 2:15 PM ( K-3 )
2:15 PM - 3:15 PM ( 4-6 )

GARdeNING: NeW!!
PlANT BIoloGy - The
MySTeRIeS oF PlANT

lIFe
1:15 PM - 2:15 PM ( K-3 )
2:15 PM - 3:15 PM ( 4-6 )

SCIeNCe: NeW!!! lAST
ChANCe To CATCh 'eM

All
1:15 PM - 2:15 PM ( K-3)
2:15 PM - 3:15 PM ( 4-6 )

IdeA lAB:  MASTeRS oF
SPINjITzu

1:20 PM - 2:20 PM ( K )

IdeA lAB: FIRST leGo
leAGue, jR.
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2:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3 )
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CAllING
:20 PM - 3:20 PM ( 1-3)
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