
Selected Best Program 5 Years in a Row!- LA Parent Magazine

STAR Education is the Largest Provider of Gifted & Talented Instruction in the State!

Topanga Canyon Nova 2: November 6, 2017 - January 19, 2018

Putting the A in STEAM Education

Bringing innovative and expanded education to schools and communities since 1986!

November 6, 2017 - January 19, 2018 

Register Online : October 30, 2017 at 4:00pm

http://topangacanyon.starinc.org

(310) 502-7231 • topangacanyon@starinc.org

STAR, Inc. is a charitable 501(c)(3) non-profit education 
organization serving kids, families, schools and communities

Meet our Eco feathered friends!

Selected as a “Model Program” by the White House and the US Department of Education



Topanga STAR NOVA 2

November 6th, 2017 - January 19th, 2018

Welcome to the STAR NOVA Program! STAR NOVA invites ALL students to enroll in NOVA classes that are taught by experienced 

instructors who are specialists in their field. 

HOW TO REGISTER

You can REGISTER ONLINE! http://topangacayon.starinc.org

If you are unable to register online, please contact your site director to obtain a registration form. Please note, 

NO PHONE CALLS will be made to let you know you are enrolled, unless classes are canceled or full.

Nova Meeting Place: Room 18 

GETTING TO YOUR STAR NOVA CLASS

Kindergarten

Students will be picked up from their classroom.

1st - 5th Grade

Students will meet in Room 18 on the upper yard.

AFTER YOUR STAR NOVA CLASS

Students will need to be picked up at the upper yard Room 18. 

K-1st Grade
Students who are not in an after school childcare program MUST be checked out by a parent, legal guardian, or person authorized by
their parent.  If you are late to pick up your child from their NOVA class, you may be charged a late fee of $1 per minute.  Star allows a
five-minute grace period.  After 5 minutes, STAR will charge $6, then $1 more each additional minute.  Late fees must be paid upon
arrival with credit card or check.  No cash accepted.

2nd-5th Grade
Students will be released to the yard. Please be on time to pick up your child because STAR is not responsible for your child before
and after class.

ABSENCES & EARLY RELEASE
Please contact your STAR Director if your child will be absent.
If your child is absent from school, it is school policy that he/she cannot attend STAR NOVA that day. 
If  your child must be released early from his/her NOVA class, please contact your STAR Director in advance in writing and detail
which authorized guardian will pick up your child, and the day, date, and time your child must leave.

REFUND POLICY
1. No refunds of any kind will be given after the first week of attendance.
2. We reserve the right to cancel any class due to insufficient enrollment.  Should such an event occur your money will be credited.
3. Tuition will not be refunded if your child misses a class, quits, or is asked to leave due to disruptive behavior.

BEHAVIOR POLICY
STAR NOVA reserves the right to dismiss students whose behavior proves disruptive to other participants. In such cases a 
consultation will be held with all relevant parties before any action is taken. No refund will be offered in such cases.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships are available on a sliding scale basis. Scholarship paperwork MUST be submitted by November 3,2017. 
Please see your STAR NOVA director to inquire for more information.

REGISTRATION FEE

A $10 fee is required for each student PER SESSION to cover insurance and registration costs. This fee is non-refundable and is not

applicable toward the cost of the classes.

Students CURRENTLY enrolled in the STAR Galaxy Program DO NOT pay the $10 registration fee.

If you have any questions, or for information about school closures and minimum days contact your 

STAR NOVA Director, Angela Lopez, at 310-502-7231 and topangacanyon@starinc.org



STAR MONDAYS

SPORTS: BASKETBALL FUNDAMENTALS
Shoot! SCORE! Break down the basics of b-ball with our experienced
coaches as students exercise both body and mind on the b-ball court.
Skills include learning to dribble, pass, and shoot like the pros. Hoopsters
focus on basic skills so they will dominate on the court! Basketball is a fun
and challenging sport that builds teamwork and good sportsmanship.
Next stop: the NBA.
Day: Monday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( TK-1 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $108
Date: 11/6/2017 - 1/8/2018
No Class: 11/20/2017 12/18/2017 12/25/2017 1/1/2018 

STAR TUESDAYS

ROCKSTAR LOS ANGELES: THE BAND IS CALLING
Grab your drumsticks, tune your guitars, and join the band! RockSTAR
Music Education is the most popular after school Rock 'n' Roll education
program in Los Angeles. Professional rock musicians teach kids how to
play the guitar, bass, drums, keyboards, compose songs, and perform
classic Rock ‘n’ Roll hits. Our rockers will learn chord structure, note
value, rhythm, lyric composition, songwriting, and how to read and write
guitar TAB music from the best in the music biz! Participation in this
groundbreaking class harnesses the cognitive, social and creative bene-
fits of music education in a format that is perfect for EVERY child. With
celebrity support from rock icons such as Slash, Santana, Rod Stewart,
BB King, and Gene Simmons, this is a guitar-wailing, bass-thumping,
drum-crashing experience students won’t want to miss! As if that wasn’t
amazing enough, our budding musicians will perform LIVE at the 9th Win-
ter Rock Fest in Hollywood! All instruments are provided and NO previous
experience is required to participate. 
NOTE: Limited to 7 students maximum. This class is the continua-
tion of a two-session commitment. All students are committed for
this amount of time to allow for the HIGHEST quality performance
possible!
Day: Tuesday
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( 1-5 )
Date: 10/31/2017 - 1/16/2018
No Class: 11/21/2017 12/19/2017 12/26/2017 1/2/2018 

ENGINEERING:  BIOMIMETIC ENGINEERING
How do animals do that? How does a frog leap? How does a gecko grab
onto a branch?  In this class, students will find out how these animals and
others do remarkable things through the exploration of Biomimetic Engi-
neering which is the fascinating study of how animals navigate the world
of nature.  Led by our engineering instructors, young researchers will ex-
amine the way frogs, snails, and other small creatures are able to jump,
slither, fly and grab and discover how nature has been able to solve many
life problems such as self healing, solar energy and more. Students will
design their own visual models and explore how humans can learn from
animals to create new technologies that will improve everyday life.
Day: Tuesday
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( TK-1 ) 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $144
Date: 11/7/2017 - 1/23/2018
No Class: 11/21/2017 12/19/2017 12/26/2017 1/2/2018 

STAR WEDNESDAYS

MAGIC:  MAGICAL ADVENTURES!
Abracadabra, alakazam, come learn a magic trick or two! Enter the mys-
terious world of magic as you learn basic magic techniques such as van-
ishes, productions, and flourishes that will amaze everyone!  Magic is
exciting and fun but also improves hand and eye coordination, hand dex-
terity, and boosts self confidence.  Aspiring magicians will receive a magic
kit, learn card and coin tricks, and help produce and execute a group
stage illusion for the spectacular end of session magic show for family
and friends!
NOTE: Class includes a magic kit and end of session performance.
Day: Wednesday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( TK-1 )  4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $152
Date: 11/8/2017 - 1/24/2018
No Class: 11/22/2017 12/20/2017 12/27/2017 1/3/2018 

STAR THURSDAYS

KINDER ROCK LA: NEVER TOO YOUNG TO ROCK
RockSTAR Music Education, the program that turns children’s rock 'n' roll
dreams into reality, is proud to offer a Kinder RockSTAR class just for your
pint sized rocker! Previously offered exclusively to 1st grade and up, this
introductory class will give your Kinder a true RockSTAR experience that
culminates with an end of session rock out performance at their school for
family and friends! In this music immersive class, Kinders will be guided
through the most essential elements of musicality, including, but not lim-
ited to, note value, rhythm, group awareness, original song writing, lyric
composition, and even how to read and write basic guitar tablature. With
STAR Education, you are never too young to rock, so make sure you get
your Kinder on the fast track to stardom with this spectacular intro to
RockSTAR. 
NOTE: Limited to 7 students maximum. Kinder students will not per-
form at the Winter Rock Fest.
Day: Thursday
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( TK,K )
Fee: $152
Date: 11/9/2017 - 1/25/2018
No Class: 11/23/2017 12/21/2017 12/28/2017 1/4/2018 

SPORTS: SOCCER FUNDAMENTALS
GOOOOOAAAAAALLLLLL!!! Learn proper soccer technique and have a
blast in the world’s most popular sport!  Work on ball handling, condition-
ing, the rules of the game, and strategy under the guidance of soccer
pros. Drills and scrimmages will keep these athletes running, and coaches
will make sure they are properly hydrated at all times. Soccer is a fun, fast
paced sport that is also a great way to stay fit. 
Day: Thursday
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( TK-1 ) 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $136
Date: 11/9/2017 - 1/25/2018
No Class: 11/23/2017 12/21/2017 12/28/2017 1/4/2018 

STAR FRIDAYS

WIzARDRY SCIENCE 101
Have you ever seen the pencil through the plastic bag full of water trick?
Science sometimes makes magic real. Explore the fascinating way that
scientists and magicians view the world together as students discover that
some things can be both science and magic.  Our knowledgeable science
instructors will show junior scientists how to make a magical map with dis-
appearing ink, learn about magical plants, concoct a “Harry Potter” type of
potion from a real chemistry set and discuss magical feats such as broom
stick flight!  
Day: Friday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( TK-1 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $133
Date: 11/10/2017 - 1/26/2018
No Class: 11/10/2017 11/24/2017 12/22/2017 12/29/2017 1/5/2018

Important Note: 3rd- 5th Grade Classes
All STAR classes incorporate advanced enrichment curriculum 

for 3-5th graders to appropriately challenge and creatively stimulate 
our older STAR students.

CLOSED FOR NEW ENROLLMENT



Studies have shown that
having Art programs in
schools increases
academic success and at-
tendance as well as gradu-
ation rates.  Art 
education helps students
develop skills in language,
decision making, motor
skills, and visual learning.
Plus, Art gives students an
outlet to express their imag-
ination and creativity, and
expand their cultural aware-
ness. Art is a key discipline
that students love and ben-
efit from, yet Art programs
are usually the first things
eliminated when budget
cuts come around. STAR's
Art Department is commit-
ted to bringing innovative
and exciting Art programs
to our schools.  Whether
bringing forced 
perspective lessons to our
S.T.E.A.M Nation event, in-

troducing students to Art
movements like Post-Im-
pressionism, Surrealism, or
Cubism, or learning the
style of Masters like Van
Gogh, Botero, or Picasso,
STAR Art students create
masterpieces they can take
home and proudly display.
Our Clay and 3-D Art
classes introduce students
to sculpture, and our
Galaxy after school pro-
grams cover the gamut of
art styles and instruction.
STAR events include amaz-
ing backdrops and props
created by a 
professional production de-
signer and artist, and every
February we host the
African American Art Festi-
val at the Eco Station
featuring Art from both
professional artists
and from all our STAR
after school students! Our 

students also get amazing
opportunities to display
their artworks at 
community events and con-
ventions.  STAR 
students' artwork was
proudly featured at the Best
of Out of School Time
(BOOST) Conference in
San Diego
(http://www.boostconfer-
ence.org/)  and STAR 
students were also the only
children whose artwork was
displayed at the Night on
Broadway event in Down-
town Los Angeles
(http://nightonbroadway.la/).

STAR Education: Putting the "A" in

S.T.E.A.M Education

STAR Education 

Charles

Kim
Vassar Alum

Lady

Gardner
CSUDH Alum

ART

Meet Our Amazing Art

Team Members!

ART

“I found I could say things with color and shapes that I couldn't say any other

way--things I had no words for.” Georgia O'Keeffe

Lady fell in love with art in elementary school when her
teacher had the class do a Raku project with clay and
burnt leaves. She attended Santa Monica College, ma-
joring in Art and Child Development, then graduated
with a BA from California State Dominguez Hills with a
major in Recreation and a minor in Art focused on Ce-
ramics.  She has been with STAR since 1988, first as
an enrichment teacher, then a site director, and now as
the Head of the Art Department. She believes that by
learning the skills and techniques of drawing, painting,
and sculpting in a simple and clear fashion, children are
equipped with the ability to be creative and express
themselves through art that can stay with them their
whole lives, Lady has created and sold jewelry and ce-
ramics, and sold her artworks at private events.  Also
an entertainer, Lady spent 10 years singing and danc-
ing with artists like Glen Campbell, Sonny and Cher,
Tom Jones, and Don Knotts.  She also appeared in the
movies The Blues Brothers and The Wiz.

Charles was born in Seoul, Korea and moved to Los
Angeles, CA at the age of one. He trained in traditional
mediums of fine art since early childhood. During his
high school years at Windward School, he began to ex-
periment with non-traditional mediums to increase his
artistic range. Charles moved to New York to attend
Vassar College where he majored in Art History and mi-
nored in Philosophy. During his junior year, Charles
went to St. Petersburg to study Russian Avant-Garde
art and the writings of Dostoevsky. Upon receiving his
B.A. from Vassar, he went to Calcutta, India for a year
to work at Gallery Sanskriti and teach art history.
Charles has worked with Star Education for six years
and now serves as a co-department head for the art de-
partment. Aside from teaching, he works with independ-
ent filmmakers to design posters and packaging, and is
also venturing into furniture making. 


