
Selected Best Program 5 Years in a Row!- LA Parent Magazine

STAR Education is the Largest Provider of Gifted & Talented Instruction in the State!

Riverside Nova 2: October 30, 2017 - January 19, 2018

Putting the A in STEAM Education

Bringing innovative and expanded education to schools and communities since 1986!

October 30, 2017 - January 19, 2018 

Register Online: October 19th at 10:00am

http://riverside.starinc.org

818-736-7045 • riverside@starinc.org

STAR, Inc. is a charitable 501(c)(3) non-profit education 
organization serving kids, families, schools and communities

Meet our Eco feathered friends!

Selected as a “Model Program” by the White House and the US Department of Education



Studies have shown that
having Art programs in
schools increases
academic success and at-
tendance as well as gradu-
ation rates.  Art 
education helps students
develop skills in language,
decision making, motor
skills, and visual learning.
Plus, Art gives students an
outlet to express their imag-
ination and creativity, and
expand their cultural aware-
ness. Art is a key discipline
that students love and ben-
efit from, yet Art programs
are usually the first things
eliminated when budget
cuts come around. STAR's
Art Department is commit-
ted to bringing innovative
and exciting Art programs
to our schools.  Whether
bringing forced 
perspective lessons to our
S.T.E.A.M Nation event, in-

troducing students to Art
movements like Post-Im-
pressionism, Surrealism, or
Cubism, or learning the
style of Masters like Van
Gogh, Botero, or Picasso,
STAR Art students create
masterpieces they can take
home and proudly display.
Our Clay and 3-D Art
classes introduce students
to sculpture, and our
Galaxy after school pro-
grams cover the gamut of
art styles and instruction.
STAR events include amaz-
ing backdrops and props
created by a 
professional production de-
signer and artist, and every
February we host the
African American Art Festi-
val at the Eco Station
featuring Art from both
professional artists
and from all our STAR
after school students! Our 

students also get amazing
opportunities to display
their artworks at 
community events and con-
ventions.  STAR 
students' artwork was
proudly featured at the Best
of Out of School Time
(BOOST) Conference in
San Diego
(http://www.boostconfer-
ence.org/)  and STAR 
students were also the only
children whose artwork was
displayed at the Night on
Broadway event in Down-
town Los Angeles
(http://nightonbroadway.la/).

STAR Education: Putting the "A" in

S.T.E.A.M Education

STAR Education 

Charles

Kim
Vassar Alum

Lady

Gardner
CSUDH Alum

ART

Meet Our Amazing Art

Team Members!

ART

“I found I could say things with color and shapes that I couldn't say any other

way--things I had no words for.” Georgia O'Keeffe

Lady fell in love with art in elementary school when her
teacher had the class do a Raku project with clay and
burnt leaves. She attended Santa Monica College, ma-
joring in Art and Child Development, then graduated
with a BA from California State Dominguez Hills with a
major in Recreation and a minor in Art focused on Ce-
ramics.  She has been with STAR since 1988, first as
an enrichment teacher, then a site director, and now as
the Head of the Art Department. She believes that by
learning the skills and techniques of drawing, painting,
and sculpting in a simple and clear fashion, children are
equipped with the ability to be creative and express
themselves through art that can stay with them their
whole lives, Lady has created and sold jewelry and ce-
ramics, and sold her artworks at private events.  Also
an entertainer, Lady spent 10 years singing and danc-
ing with artists like Glen Campbell, Sonny and Cher,
Tom Jones, and Don Knotts.  She also appeared in the
movies The Blues Brothers and The Wiz.

Charles was born in Seoul, Korea and moved to Los
Angeles, CA at the age of one. He trained in traditional
mediums of fine art since early childhood. During his
high school years at Windward School, he began to ex-
periment with non-traditional mediums to increase his
artistic range. Charles moved to New York to attend
Vassar College where he majored in Art History and mi-
nored in Philosophy. During his junior year, Charles
went to St. Petersburg to study Russian Avant-Garde
art and the writings of Dostoevsky. Upon receiving his
B.A. from Vassar, he went to Calcutta, India for a year
to work at Gallery Sanskriti and teach art history.
Charles has worked with Star Education for six years
and now serves as a co-department head for the art de-
partment. Aside from teaching, he works with independ-
ent filmmakers to design posters and packaging, and is
also venturing into furniture making. 



Riverside STAR NOVA 2: STAR Nova Dates: October 30, 2017 - January 19, 2018 

Welcome to the STAR NOVA Program! STAR NOVA invites ALL students to enroll in NOVA classes that are taught by
experienced instructors who are specialists in their field. 

HOW TO REGISTER
You can REGISTER ONLINE!  http://riverside.starinc.org
If you are unable to register online, please contact your site director to obtain a registration form. Please note, 
NO PHONE CALLS will be made to let you know you are enrolled, unless classes are canceled or full.

NOVA MEETING PlAcE: NOVA luNcH BENcHES

GETTING TO YOuR STAR NOVA clASS
Kindergarten and 1st Grade
Students will be picked up from their classrooms.

2nd - 5th Grade
Students will meet the NOVA Director at the lunch tables.

AFTER YOuR STAR NOVA clASS 
Students will need to be picked up at the Lunch Benches. 
K-1st grade:
Students who are not in an after school childcare program MUST be checked out by a parent, legal guardian, or person
authorized by their parent.  If you are late to pick up your child from their NOVA class, you may be charged a late fee of
$1 per minute.  Star allows a five-minute grace period.  After 5 minutes, STAR will charge $6, then $1 more each addi-
tional minute.  Late fees must be paid upon arrival with credit card or check.  No cash accepted.

2nd-5th grade:
Students will be released to the yard. Please be on time to pick up your child because STAR is not 
responsible for your child before and after class.

REGISTRATION FEE
A $10 fee is required for each student PER SESSION to cover insurance and registration costs. This fee is non-refund-
able and is not applicable toward the cost of the classes.

Students CURRENTLY enrolled in the STAR Galaxy Program DO NOT pay the $10 registration fee.

ABSENcES & EARlY RElEASE
Please contact your STAR Director if your child will be absent.

If your child is absent from school, it is school policy that he/she cannot attend STAR NOVA that day. 
If  your child must be released early from his/her NOVA class, please contact your STAR Director in advance in writing
and detail which authorized guardian will pick up your child, and the day, date, and time your child must leave.

REFuND POlIcY
1. No refunds of any kind will be given after the first week of attendance.
2. We reserve the right to cancel any class due to insufficient enrollment.  Should such an event occur your money will
be credited.
3. Tuition will not be refunded if your child misses a class, quits, or is asked to leave due to disruptive behavior.

BEHAVIOR POlIcY
STAR NOVA reserves the right to dismiss students whose behavior proves disruptive to other participants. In such cases
a consultation will be held with all relevant parties before any action is taken. No refund will be offered in such cases.

ScHOlARSHIPS
Scholarships are available on a sliding scale basis. Scholarship paperwork MUST be submitted by October 26, 2017.
Please see your STAR NOVA director to inquire for more information.

If you have any questions, or for information about school closures and minimum days contact your 
STAR NOVA Director,  John Gaxiola, at (818) 736-7045 and riverside@starinc.org



STAR MONDAYS

TEcHNOlOGY: GAMEJAM – INTRO TO cODING & GAME
DESIGN
Don’t just PLAY computer games, MAKE them! The door to
the amazing world of game design is wide open for students to
learn the fundamentals of coding and computing. Gamers will
learn basic computer skills by playing simple coding games
and using interactive game design tools on the way to learn
how to make AMAZING original computer games. Working
with fellow coders, students will be part of an exciting
design/redesign process so the group can work together and
discover the various strategies of game design as well as the
challenge of building a brand new game from start to finish.
Computer games will never be the same again.

NOTE: limited to 12 students per class.
Day: Monday
Time: 2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( K-2 ) 3:55 PM - 4:55 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $133
Date: 10/30/2017 - 1/8/2018
No class: 11/20/2017 12/18/2017 12/25/2017 1/1/2018 

STAR TuESDAYS

cHESS: clASSIcAl cHESS
Chess is the easiest international language to learn and classi-
cal chess is the oldest way to play the royal game. Open to all
ages and abilities, this class will focus on the fundamentals of
piece movement and strategy. Using games from classical ge-
niuses such as Paul Morphy, Roy Lopez, and Capablanca,
students will learn the balance between a strong defense and
a well-timed offense. Studying chess puzzles will improve tac-
tics, pattern recognition, and spatial memory. Game play
builds critical thinking skills while lengthening attention span.
Give your child a head start in learning one of the world’s most
beloved games.

NOTE: Open to all levels
Day: Tuesday
Time: 1:45 PM - 2:45 PM ( K-3 ) 2:55 PM - 3:55 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $136
Date: 10/31/2017 - 1/16/2018
No class: 11/21/2017 12/19/2017 12/26/2017 1/2/2018 

STAR WEDNESDAYS

DANcE: HIP HOP
Hip-Hop Hooray! Always a favorite class, students learn super
fly street beats, improvisational styles, and the latest break-
dance moves from seasoned dance instructors. In this class,
dancers work together to create original choreography. One
great thing about hip-hop dance is the emphasis on collabora-
tion. Students can come up with a move that inspires another
student to create a different move and soon the entire class
has joined in. Hip-hop dancers won’t get enough of this ener-
getic, hip, and powerful way to express themselves through
dance. Come dance, explore, and learn the coolest dance
steps around. 
Day: Wednesday
Time: 2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( K-5 )
Fee: $136
Date: 11/1/2017 - 1/17/2018
No class: 11/21/2017 12/20/2017 12/27/2017 1/3/2018 

WIzARDRY ScIENcE 101
Have you ever seen the pencil through the plastic bag full of
water trick? Science sometimes makes magic real. Explore the
fascinating way that scientists and magicians view the world
together as students discover that some things can be both
science and magic.  Our knowledgeable science instructors
will show junior scientists how to make a magical map with dis-
appearing ink, learn about magical plants, concoct a “Harry
Potter” type of potion from a real chemistry set and discuss
magical feats such as broom stick flight!  
Day: Wednesday
Time: 2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( K-3 ) 3:55 PM - 4:55 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $152
Date: 11/1/2017 - 1/17/2018
No class: 11/22/2017 12/27/2017 1/3/2018 12/20/2017 

Important Note: 3rd- 5th Grade classes
All STAR classes incorporate advanced enrichment curriculum for 3-5th graders to appropriately 

challenge and creatively stimulate our older STAR students.



STAR THuRSDAYS

SPORTS: GYMNASTIcS FuNDAMENTAlS
Wanna flip? Join us and combine strength and grace in the fun
and challenging world of gymnastics. Students will learn basic
moves such as rolls, cartwheels, and somersaults, while get-
ting a great workout. Each session starts with safe warm-up
exercises to improve breathing, stretching, and physical condi-
tioning, and then the real fun begins. Tumblers will have a
blast while practicing and mastering basic gymnastics tech-
niques and moves. Family and friends will be amazed when
students show off their gymnastic skills at the end of the ses-
sion demonstration which may be a preview for the Olympic
Games! 
NOTE: limited to 12 students per class.
Day: Thursday
Time: 2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( K-3 ) 3:55 PM - 4:55 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $152
Date: 11/2/2017 - 1/18/2018
No class: 11/23/2017 12/21/2017 12/28/2017 1/4/2018 

IDEA lAB:  ScI-FI ExPlORATION
Get ready for your quest into outer space and discover what
lies beyond our solar system!  Working with popular building
tools such as LEGO bricks and K’Nex, young space explorers
will create engineering domes to build flying saucers and a
“Baby Groot” with the assistance of our Lab instructors. Stu-
dents will investigate the world of science fiction and discuss
topics such as the mechanics behind droids, laser beam tech-
nology, and engineering and flight concepts that determine the
differences between an airplane and a space craft.  They will
also be guided through various team projects that require
problem solving, critical thinking, creativity, and most of all,
teamwork!  
Day: Thursday
Time: 2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( K-3 ) 3:55 PM - 4:55 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $144
Date: 11/2/2017 - 1/18/2018
No class: 11/23/2017 12/21/2017 12/30/2017 1/4/2018 

STAR FRIDAYS

ROcKSTAR lOS ANGElES: THE BAND IS cAllING

Day: Friday
Time: 2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( 1-5 )
Date: 11/3/2017 - 1/19/2018
No class: 11/24/2017 12/22/2017 12/29/2017 1/5/2018 

ART: clAY STuDIO 2.0
Join our next generation clay studio where young artists take it
to the next level and learn 3D sketching to create beautiful
works of art by hand.  Our talented artist instructors will teach
them essential hand building techniques such as pinching, coil-
ing, rolling, molding and lots more using their hands, fingers
and simple tools. Using these skills, young artists will transform
a simple slab of clay into realistic animals, decorative objects,
and beautiful clay creations, and get the opportunity to mold
their very own creation using only their imaginations.
Day: Friday
Time: 2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( K-3 )  3:55 PM - 4:55 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $152
Date: 11/3/2017 - 1/19/2018
No class: 11/24/2017 12/22/2017 12/29/2017 1/5/2018 

NOT OPEN FOR NEW ENROllMENT
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STAR Eco Station 
Early this year Eco Station
rescued 4 Solomon Island
Skinks! Meet Avocado,
Zucchini, Dodger and Mac.
These silly skinks were
brought to us from U.S.
Fish and Wildlife (USFW),
when they were inter-
cepted at LAX. Many ani-
mals are illegally sold and
transported all over the
world. Smuggling is the
second biggest threat to
animal species, next to
habitat destruction.  Luckily
for them, they now have a
forever home with us at
Eco! They have since
joined our older Prehensile
tailed skink “Jalapeño” in
our reptile room. Catch
them HANGING from their
branches using their spe-

cial prehensile tail! Our
four new friends can hang
from branches using just
their tail, much like a mon-
key! Not only do they have
spectacular limbs, but they
also give live birth! These
lively lizards are endemic
to the Solomon Islands, a
group of tiny islands in the
south Pacific; that means
they cannot be found any-
where else in the world! In
the wild, these skinks are
threatened with habitat
loss due to deforestation
and smuggling for the pet
trade. Join us in learning
more about these crazy
creatures, and how YOU
can make a difference in
their lives!

Spectacular Skinks!

A face you’ve got to love!

Don your creepiest costume
and join us for a bug-filled
creepy adventure. It’s fun for
all ages! Explore the winged
wonders of the world, and
come face-to-face with
freaky fangs. Learn some
buggy Tricks or Treat your-
self to some bugs at our bug      

buffet. Surround          
yourself with 

beauty in our              
butterfly 

garden. 

This Halloween-
themed 
entomology 
festival showcases hundreds
of insects, from terrifying
tarantulas to beautiful butter-
flies. Bug out with Fear 
Factor inspired games, crawl
on over to our Costume 
contest, or get wild with our
wild animal exhibits. Wiggle
on over to our celebrity meet
and greet and join us for a
Howling good time.

Join us for our 2nd Annual 

Enchanted Crawly Hallows Eve!



Nova Session 2: October 30, 2017-January 19, 2018
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

TEcHNOlOGY: GAMEJAM
– INTRO TO cODING &

GAME DESIGN
2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( K-2 )
3:55 PM - 4:55 PM ( 2-5 )

clASSIcAl cHESS
1:45 PM - 2:45 PM ( K-3 )
2:55 PM - 3:55 PM ( 2-5 )

DANcE: HIP HOP
2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( K-5 )

WIzARDRY ScIENcE 101
2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( K-3 )
3:55 PM - 4:55 PM ( 2-5 )

SPORTS: GYMNASTIcS
FuNDAMENTAlS

2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( K-3 )
3:55 PM - 4:55 PM ( 2-5 )

IDEA lAB:  
ScI-FI ExPlORATION

2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( K-3 )
3:55 PM - 4:55 PM ( 2-5 )

ROcKSTAR lA

2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( 1-5 )

ART: clAY STuDIO 2.0
2:45 PM - 3:45 PM ( K-3 )
3:55 PM - 4:55 PM ( 2-5 )

818-736-7045 riverside@starinc.org

Register Online: 
October 19th at 10:00am

http://riverside.starinc.org 

NOT OPEN FOR 
NEW ENROllMENT


