
Selected as a “Model Program” by the White House and the US Department of Education

Selected Best Program 5 Years in a Row!- LA Parent Magazine

STAR Education is the Largest Provider of Gifted & Talented Instruction in the State!

Dixie Canyon Nova 1: September 5 - October 27, 2017

STAR Theater: Bringing out the STAR in every child!

Bringing innovative and expanded education to schools and communities since 1986!

September 5 - October 27, 2017 

Register Online: August 24th at 4:00pm

http://dixiecanyon.starinc.org 

818-266-6051 • dixiecanyon@starinc.org

STAR, Inc. is a charitable 501(c)(3) non-profit education 
organization serving kids, families, schools and communities

Meet our Eco feathered friends!



STAR Education has been a
continuous leader in
S.T.E.A.M. education since
1986. We were chosen as a
partner to the Los Angeles
County Office of Education for
important projects such as
STEAM Nation, one of the
largest single day events in LA
County celebrating S.T.E.A.M.
education. STAR is always
looking for new opportunities
to inspire children and ignite
their passions as the future
creators of new technology.
Does your child like Poke-
mon? Harry Potter? Star
Wars? Our STAR Science de-
partment uses popular themes
like these and combines them
with Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS) to interest
students in science explo-
ration and experimentation
through project based learn-
ing.  This school year, STAR
Science and Engineering stu-
dents will be introduced to
subjects like Electrical Engi-
neering where they will get

practical knowledge of elec-
tronics and circuitry and Bio-
mimicry where they study
science principles to discover
sustainability solutions for our
planet.
STAR Technology department
continues to advance stu-
dents’ passion and knowledge
for computers through its in-
novative Kano computer cod-
ing class. With the use of
Rasberry Pi technology, stu-
dents study the vast world of
computer science from learn-
ing the components of a com-
puter to coding.  Our new
Game Jam classes unleash
students’ technical and cre-
ative skills as they design and
develop their own video game
from start to finish. Our popu-
lar Minecraft classes are an
excellent springboard into
computer design and pro-
gramming that uses disguised
learning to teach students
subjects like history and archi-
tecture. Our newest class,
Minecraft Academy, teaches

students to become digital de-
signers to create more excit-
ing Minecraft adventures!
The STAR Robotics depart-
ment is excited to bring an-
other year of competition with
its First Lego League (FLL)
classes. As a multi-session,
two day/week, two hour class,
FLL is a project based robot-
ics class where students apply
strategy and problem solving
to complete a specific chal-
lenge that focuses on real
world scientific topics. FLL
students learn how to do re-
search, program robots and
compete against other
schools in the ultimate chal-
lenge. We are proud to an-
nounce that one of our STAR
FLL teams from Walgrove Ele-
mentary won a spontaneous
challenge at last year’s com-
petition! To enroll in any of our
S.T.E.A.M. classes, please
ask your STAR Site Director.

STAR Education: Always Innovating

and Exploring STEM Subjects

STAR Education 

Galena graduated from UC Davis with a BS in
Wildlife, Fish, and Conservation Biology with an
emphasis in Conservation Biology, and earned her
MA in Biology from Miami University and the San
Diego Zoo Global, with a focus on utilizing com-
munity-based conservation to mitigate human-
wildlife conflicts. Prior to her time at STAR, Galena
worked as an educator for a nonprofit organization
dedicated to ocean conservation, where she de-
veloped and delivered curriculum to underserved
youth in Southern California.  As the Director of
Science for STAR, Galena’s passion is bringing
science and the natural world to students in a way
that inspires critical thinking, encourages curiosity,
and empowers youth to make a difference.

Calvin 

Eusebio
UCLA Alum

ROBOTICS

Galena 

Robertson
UC Davis Alum

SCIENCE

Meet Some of 

Our Amazing STEM

Team Members!

Leader in STEAM Education

Calvin Eusebio is a graduate of the University of
California, Los Angeles with a BS degree in Aero-
space Engineering.  Calvin is head of the STAR
Robotics department and has a diverse back-
ground in computers, robotics, electronics, engi-
neering, and physics.  As a UCLA student, Calvin
founded Theta Tau, the only co-ed professional
engineering fraternity at UCLA. Calvin also lead
college level teams in several BattleBot robotic
combat challenges.  Calvin developed a passion
for technology at the young age of 7 when he built
his first computer. 



Dixie Canyon STAR Nova 1: September 5, 2017- October 27, 2017

Welcome to the STAR NOVA Program! STAR NOVA invites ALL students to enroll in NOVA classes that are taught by
experienced instructors who are specialists in their field. 

HOW TO REGISTER
You can REGISTER ONLINE! http://dixiecanyon.starinc.org

If you are unable to register online, please contact your site director to obtain a registration form. Please note, 
NO PHONE CALLS will be made to let you know you are enrolled, unless classes are canceled or full.

Nova Meeting Place: Lunch tables

GETTING TO YOUR STAR NOVA CLASS
Kindergarten
Students will be picked up from their classroom by a STAR teacher and then taken to get snack before their class starts.
1st - 5th Grade
Students will meet their NOVA teacher at the lunch tables right after school for snack.

AFTER YOUR STAR NOVA CLASS
Students will need to be picked up at the STAR office. 
K-1st Grade
Students who are not in an after school childcare program MUST be checked out by a parent, legal guardian, or person
authorized by their parent.  
2nd-5th Grade
Students will be released to the yard. Please be on time to pick up your child because STAR is not responsible for your
child before and after class.

REGISTRATION FEE
A $10 fee is required for each student PER SESSION to cover insurance and registration costs. This fee is non-refund-
able and is not applicable toward the cost of the classes.

Students CURRENTLY enrolled in the STAR Galaxy Program DO NOT pay the $10 registration fee.

ABSENCES
Please contact your STAR NOVA Director if your child will be absent.  The number is 818-266-6051.
If your child is absent from school, it is school policy that he/she cannot attend STAR NOVA that day.

REFUND POLICY
1. No refunds of any kind will be given after the first week of attendance.
2. We reserve the right to cancel any class due to insufficient enrollment.  Should such an event occur your money will
be credited.
3. Tuition will not be refunded if your child misses a class, quits, or is asked to leave due to disruptive behavior.

BEHAVIOR POLICY
STAR NOVA reserves the right to dismiss students whose behavior proves disruptive to other participants. In such cases
a consultation will be held with all relevant parties before any action is taken. No refund will be offered in such cases.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarships are available on a sliding scale basis. Scholarship paperwork MUST be submitted by August 28, 2017.
Please see your STAR NOVA director to inquire for more information.

If you have any questions, or for information about school closures and minimum days contact your 
STAR NOVA Director, Melissa Bayless-Godinez, at 818-266-6051 or at dixiecanyon@starinc.org. 



STAR MONDAYS

SCIENCE: NEW!!! LAST CHANCE TO CATCH 'EM ALL
Go Pokemon Go! This wildly popular game is not only fun, but an ex-
cellent way to learn about SCIENCE! New hand-on activities are wait-
ing for Pokemon Trainers of all levels in a brand new, exciting class
designed to provide students with an amazing time as well as exam-
ining the science behind their favorite Pokemon. By using real scien-
tific methods, students will conduct field research to discover the
ecology and anatomy of Pokemon. Students will learn why Razz
Berries help Pokemon trainers by comparing the chemistry and nutri-
tional value of Razz Berries and real fruit. Inquiring minds will also an-
alyze the statistics behind dice rolling and coin flipping, all in the
name of Pokemon Science! Beware! Students will become Pokemon
masters after this class!
Day: Monday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( TK-2 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $133
Date: 9/11/2017 - 10/23/2017

SPORTS: VOLLEYBALL STARS
Game. Set. Match! Volleyball is exciting, fast-paced and requires 
athletic and smart players who work well as a team. Students learn
core volleyball skills and strategies to bump, set and spike their way
to fun and victory on the court! Drills and games will be kid-friendly,
with a lower net, a smaller court, lighter volleyballs, and out-of-the-
box activities to make the sport more enjoyable. No prior experience
necessary since our fabulous instructors will start with the basics. 
Our end-of-session volleyball showcase is a great way to display our
new skills in a friendly environment!
Day: Monday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K-2 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 3-5 )
Fee: $119
Date: 9/11/2017 - 10/23/2017

STAR TUESDAYS

GARDENING: NEW! PLANT BIOLOGY - THE MYSTERIES OF
PLANT LIFE
The world of plants is fascinating and magical! Nature-loving students
will be captivated by plant biology, especially the different parts of a
plant that we normally eat. Carrots, potatoes, and ginger may be
roots, but they are yummy and healthy too! Budding botanists will
seek answers for the mysteries of plant-life and see how important
plants are to the Earth. They will enjoy edible in-class demonstra-
tions, learn how to use a fruit to make a new plant, and explore the
mystery of photosynthesis. No green thumbs required.
Day: Tuesday
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( K-2 ) 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $152
Date: 9/5/2017 - 10/24/2017

IDEA LAB:  MASTERS OF SPINJITzU
Welcome to mystical Ninjago! The Masters of Spinjitzu welcome you
to the ancient home of martial arts. Explore the mysteries of Ninjago
with LEGO bricks to navigate obstacle courses and earn a black belt.
The Masters will be testing all ninjas in different challenges that will
require creativity, critical thinking, and patience. Do you have the dis-
cipline to successfully build a MechDragon or create a gyroscope?
Enter the ancient magical world of Ninjago and see.
NOTE: Limited to 12 students per class.
Day: Tuesday
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( TK-2 ) 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $144
Date: 9/5/2017 - 10/24/2017

SPORTS: SOCCER STARS
Think with your feet in Soccer STARs. Soccer players can take their
game to the next level and practice complex soccer techniques and
strategies as they sweat their way toward becoming a soccer Super-
STAR. Experienced coaches will help students learn soccer drills,
rules, positions, and formations to improve soccer strategy and game
play in a positive team-building environment. At the end of the second
session, players may be able to balance a ball on the tips of their toes
or flip it up to the top of their head as they participate in our friendly
Cup of All-Stars annual soccer tournament. The winning team will get
a special trophy for their school!
NOTE: This is a two-session commitment. Fees include a t-shirt
and a medal.
Day: Tuesday
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( TK-2 ) 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $288
Date: 9/5/2017 - 1/16/2018
No Class: 11/21/2017 12/19/2017 12/26/2017 1/2/2018 

STAR WEDNESDAYS

ROCKSTAR LOS ANGELES: THE BAND IS CALLING
Grab your drumsticks, tune your guitars, and join the band! Rock-
STAR Music Education is the most popular after school Rock 'n' Roll
education program in Los Angeles. Professional rock musicians teach
kids how to play the guitar, bass, drums, keyboards, compose songs,
and perform classic Rock ‘n’ Roll hits. Our rockers will learn chord
structure, note value, rhythm, lyric composition, songwriting, and how
to read and write guitar TAB music from the best in the music biz! 
Participation in this groundbreaking class harnesses the cognitive, 
social and creative benefits of music education in a format that is 
perfect for EVERY child. With celebrity support from rock icons such
as Slash, Santana, Rod Stewart, BB King, and Gene Simmons, this 
is a guitar-wailing, bass-thumping, drum-crashing experience 
students won’t want to miss! As if that wasn’t amazing enough, our
budding musicians will perform LIVE at the 9th Winter Rock Fest in
Hollywood! All instruments are provided and NO previous experience
is required to participate.
NOTE: Limited to 7 students maximum. This class is a two-ses-
sion commitment. All students are committed for this amount of
time to allow for the HIGHEST quality performance possible!
Day: Wednesday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 1,2 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $320 (2 session fee)
Date: 9/6/2017 - 1/17/2018
No Class: 11/22/2017 12/20/2017 12/27/2017 1/3/2018 

TECHNOLOGY: GAMEJAM – ART, AUDIO, AND ANIMATION
Got an idea for an amazing computer game? Learn how to make
video games that look amazing! From 8-bit to hi-definition, students
will learn how to improve game designs by learning about how media
is used to add life and color. Using cameras, adding visual, audio ef-
fects, and even animating characters, our young game designers will
add their unique personality to these handcrafted games. Students
will bring their ideas to life using different tools including pixel editors,
audio generators, and recording devices to create one-of-a-kind video
games that could become computer game classics!    
NOTE: Limited to 12 students per class.
Day: Wednesday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( TK-2 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $152
Date: 9/6/2017 - 10/25/2017

Important Note: 3rd- 5th Grade Classes
All STAR classes incorporate advanced enrichment curriculum 

for 3-5th graders to appropriately challenge and creatively stimulate 
our older STAR students.



STAR THURSDAYS

CULINARY ARTS: INTERNATIONAL CUISINE
What’s cooking? Not just in your kitchen at home, but around the
world? The wonderful world of cooking awaits adventurous students
ready to dazzle their taste buds with a festival of foods from different
countries. No food will be too exotic as we learn different international
customs and prepare traditional meals from around the world to 
provide students a cultural and educational experience they will never
forget. Recipes for dishes like Chinese Chow Mein Noodles, French
Chocolate Mousse, or a delicious gourmet Oaxacan Quesadilla will
be provided so that our soon-to-be international chefs can cook
amazing meals at home. Bon appétit!
Day: Thursday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( TK-2 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $154
Date: 9/7/2017 - 10/26/2017
No Class: 9/21/2017    

SPORTS: BASKETBALL STARS
Take it to the hoop with an alley-oop! Our spirited coaches will teach
students fresh ball-handling skills, game strategies, and passing tech-
niques in practice drills and friendly b-ball games. Ballers will try out
new moves during in-class scrimmages and feel like a pro. Students
will be focused on training and game day skills in this popular and fun
class. Remember, in basketball it’s not how big you are, it’s how big
you play!
Day: Thursday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K-2 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $126
Date: 9/7/2017 - 10/26/2017
No Class: 9/21/2017    

STAR FRIDAYS

ENGINEERING: NEW! THE WORLD OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

Watts all the commotion about? STAR Engineering! Spark your inter-
est and join us as we explore the marvels of electricity and the field of
Electrical Engineering! Look beyond the flip of a switch, and under-
stand how everyday household appliances work. Use the engineering
iterative design process to make your own telegraph, build a stir rod
to mix healthy drinks, and conduct a working maglev train prototype.
Watt are you waiting for? Shock your friends with your new knowl-
edge in electrical engineering. Get amped, Get excited, and join Star
Engineering this session!
NOTE: Limited to 12 students per class.
Day: Friday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( TK-2 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $144
Date: 9/8/2017 - 10/27/2017

GAMESCHOOL: INTRO TO MINECRAFT
Why is Minecraft so MIND-BLOWING? Because players get to build
and create a world limited only by imagination! Minecraft is one of the
most popular video games ever, and everyone loves the challenges,
endless possibilities, and surprises around every corner. Praised by
gamers, educators, and children alike, our gamers discover how
Minecraft is a gateway to team-building, problem solving, and re-
source management. Players will travel, build, and explore various
maps with a new adventure every class. GAME ON!
NOTE: Limited to 12 students per class.
Day: Friday
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K-2 ) 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )
Fee: $152
Date: 9/8/2017 - 10/27/2017
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STAR Eco Station 

The STAR Eco Station provides
refuge-whether permanent or
temporary- to animals that have
been confiscated from local and
federal law enforcement agen-
cies. 6 years ago, we rescued
10 baby alligators from Fish and
Wildlife (USFW) after they were
sent through the mail from Texas
to California to be sold as illegal
pets. American Alligators can
reach lengths of up to 15 feet!
Here at Eco, we do not have
room for 10 growing gators, but
we were fortunate to build a
partnership with another alligator
facility in Michigan. With this
friendship, we sent 8 rescued
babies, and kept two that many
of you knew as “Rex” and
“Rudy”.  6 years later, these
young gators have grown to be
as large as an adult human!
Again, the Eco station reached
out to another great animal facil-

ity in southern California. We
were lucky enough to place
“Rex” and “Rudy” in a much
larger facility that had the space
and resources capable of caring
for them for the rest of their
lives. It is through partnerships
and friendships like this that we
are able to continue rescuing
more animals that need our
help. 

Adopt, Don’t Shop! 
At STAR Eco Station, we firmly
believe that ending the purchas-
ing of animals is the only way to
stop the illegal pet trade. Please
remember to adopt your pets,
and always do your research be-
fore considering a new pet.
Many of our residents at STAR
Eco Station are up for adoption
to worthy forever homes! You
can find all of our adoptable ani-
mals at Petfinder.com and

search “STAR Eco Station”

Meet Maurice
Do you think crocodiles, alliga-
tors, and caiman make good
pets? We don't think so! The Eco
Station has 3 guidelines for what
does not make a good pet: If it
gets bigger than you, if it will live
longer than you, and if it can
possibly eat you. Crocodilians fit
all of these guidelines! It's also
important to remember that croc-
odilians are illegal to keep as
pets in California! Crocodilians
may look cute when they are lit-
tle, but it's always important to
remember how big and danger-
ous your little lizard will soon get
to be. 

Early March, we received a
young Morelet's crocodile from
Fish and Wildlife (USFW). He is
still only a baby, but we are fully

prepared for growth-spurts!
Young Maurice will reach 5-9
feet when he's all done growing!
Did you know crocodiles were
once endangered? In the 1940's
and 50's, crocodiles were hunted
for their skin to make goods and
clothes. Once Eco Superheroes
took action and stopped hunting
of these amazing animals, croc-
odile numbers began to grow!
Learn how you too can be an
Eco Hero by visiting the STAR
Eco Station! Be on the lookout
for Maurice on your next visit to
the Eco Station, as he will be
joining our public display soon. 

See you later Alligator, in

a while Crocodile!

Help Us With  

Our Wish List
Simple Green cleaner

Sponges

Cotton Balls

Q-Tips

Disposable Gloves

Environmentally Safe Dish Soap

Blankets

Towels

Pet beds

n
h

h

h

h

h

h

h

h

h

n

n

n
A face you’ve got to love!



Nova Session 1: September 5-October 27, 2017
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

SCIENCE: NEW!!! 
LAST CHANCE TO 

CATCH 'EM ALL
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( TK-2 )
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )

VOLLEYBALL STARS
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K-2 ) 
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 3-5 )

GARDENING: NEW! 
PLANT BIOLOGY - THE MYS-

TERIES OF PLANT LIFE
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( K-2 ) 
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2-5 )

IDEA LAB:  
MASTERS OF SPINJITzU
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( TK-2 )
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2-5 )

SOCCER STARS
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ( TK-2 )
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 2-5 )

ROCKSTAR LA
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( 1,2 ) 
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )

TECHNOLOGY: GAMEJAM –
ART, AUDIO, & ANIMATION
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( TK-2 )
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )

CULINARY ARTS: 
INTERNATIONAL CUISINE
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( TK-2 )
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )  

BASKETBALL STARS
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K-2 ) 
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )

ENGINEERING: NEW! 
THE WORLD OF ELECTRI-

CAL ENGINEERING
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( TK-2 )
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )

GAMESCHOOL: 
INTRO TO MINECRAFT

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ( K-2 ) 
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM ( 2-5 )

818-266-6051 • dixiecanyon@starinc.org

Register Online: 
August 24th at 4:00pm

http://dixiecanyon.starinc.org 


